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The President’s Message
It has been a long time since we have had a Lamplighter. 

The Covid virus has taken us all by storm. It appears that a new strain is about to come upon us now. I hope you have been safe, taken your shots and continue to wear your mask.

Many of you have asked that speed bumps be placed on Crosby Rd. to help slow down the traffic. Well, they have been installed.

The second most asked question was, “When would the signs be replaced at Crosby Rd?”  We have been working on this for 3 years and with the tireless help of Senator Charles Sydnor, I am happy to inform you that the signs are scheduled to be reconstructed this September.
The upcoming events dates have been set. Dumpster Day will be September 18th, the Yard Sale will be October 2nd with a rain date of the 9th, and Shred It Day will be October 30th. Please see additional information in this issue. 
Help get our children back in school by following the County’s COVID guide lines.

I hope you enjoy the rest of your summer. Continue to be safe. 

PLEASE DO NOT PUT "THE LAMPLIGHTER" IN MAILBOXES!
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If you have new neighbors, please call Deborah Ball at 410-747-0494. We would like to welcome them to our community.
What Happens When You Neglect Your Newspapers?
By Affaf Toor, a Woodbridge Valley Resident
Our community is contributing to the downfall of our planet. How so? When one of us forgets to put the plastic wrapped newspaper in our driveways and yards into the trash, it drifts onto the street and into storm drains, then travels into rivers and streams leading to the ocean. A single person can receive as many as two to three newspapers per week. Now imagine if all eight hundred and fifty members of Woodbridge Valley were to neglect their newspapers. Those plastic-wrapped newspapers would cause tremendous plastic pollution to our oceans, and they are. 

Plastic pollution has numerous disastrous effects on the climate and environment. Among the most notable is increasing the positive feedback loop in releasing greenhouse gases. As more plastic enters the ocean, sunlight and heat generate greenhouse gases such as methane and ethylene from the plastic, thus increasing the global warming rate.

It also endangers marine life. According to nrdc.org, “For wildlife, micro-plastics can be particularly dangerous; when eaten they can easily accumulate inside the animal’s body and cause health issues, like punctured organs or fatal intestinal blockages”. Plastic pollution affects humans as well. Chemicals from plastic pollution pose severe harm to our health, including becoming endocrine disruptors or causing hormonal imbalances, reproductive problems like infertility, and even cancer. 

Plastic pollution also contributes to creating garbage gyres. Garbage in the ocean drifts to gyres, which results in a massive heap of trash. For example, the North Pacific Gyre, also known as Great Pacific Garbage Patch, is twice the size of Texas. The majority of these heaps are plastic, like those covering your newspapers.

Although plastic-wrapped newspapers might seem so insignificant that we can forget to pick them up, they leave a considerable impact on our world. They increase the plastic pollution in the water, harm animals, create garbage gyres, and even come back to harm us in the form of micro-plastics. So, think about the next newspaper you get on your property, and help reduce plastic pollution in our world by putting in the trash when you are finished with it.
Security Square Mall
by Paul R. Rao PhD, a Woodbridge Valley Resident
Over 100 friends and neighbors attended a Security Square Public Rally in front of former Bennigans which was abandoned 20 years ago.  Following introductions and speeches, attendees proceeded to March on The Mall on Monday August 2, 2021 from 5:00-6:00pm.
Danielle Singley (West View Park) has spearheaded this advocacy effort since early May and has since partnered with the Randallstown NAACP to effect change and light a fire under the various stakeholders such as the multiple Security Square property and store owners, politicians, community activists and police.

The unanimous consensus of everyone was that the status quo is totally unacceptable and if Owings Mills and Towson can enjoy a major face lift of their malls, why has Security Town Center continued to deteriorate (parking lot pot holes, parking spaces not painted, buildings shuttered and defaced), see an increase in crime, a reduction of foot traffic and fewer stores? The crowd sense was that “we’re not going to take it anymore.” 
Representatives from the County Executive and County Council were present as were the Woodlawn Police Chief and Senator Sydnor. The Baltimore Sun & Fox News covered the event. 
Danielle announced that The Baltimore County Department of Planning will host a Security Square Mall public online forum on Tuesday August 31st at 7:00pm. If you wish the link to the forum, please email me at paul.r.rao@gmail.com.

For further information you may contact the County Planning Officer,  Josephine Selvakumar, at jselvakumar@baltomorecountymd.gov/planning.  Her phone is 410-887-3480.  If you wish to reach out to the dynamic and passionate Danielle, you can reach her at danielle.singley2@gmail.com.

It is hoped that Woodbridge Valley residents will become engaged in this overdue and highly important advocacy effort.  

UP COMING EVENTS

Dumpster Day
Saturday September 18, 2021
8AM to Noon (unless the dumpsters are filled before Noon)
The community is responsible for monitoring the refuse disposed during the day of the clean-up. This service is provided to all residents within the community boundaries, whether they are dues paying or not.

Prohibited Items for disposal in the dumpsters:
· Explosive or flammable materials
· Medical/radioactive waste
· Liquids or liquid waste

· Animal carcasses
· Large stumps and wood/logs greater than 8” by 6”

· Most large items that cannot be lifted manually

· Drums or tanks (unless clean and cut in half)

· Other hazardous items, like antifreeze, asbestos shingles (or other asbestos materials), batteries (vehicle & marine), oil, paint, acids, caustics, pesticide chemicals, and household hazardous chemicals.

General Association Meeting
A General Association Meeting is going to be scheduled for early Fall, date and time to be announced.
Community Yard Sale
Saturday October 2, 2021(rain date October 9, 2021)
8AM to Noon

Please go to our web site at woodbridgevalley.org to see the flyer for suggestions to make your sale a success.
Shred It Day
Saturday, October 30, 2021
10AM to Noon

This event is paid for by the Woodbridge Valley Improvement and Civic Association; therefore, only paid members of the Association may participate. If you have not received your membership card and you mailed your dues, you should receive it with this newsletter. If your Block Captain collected from you, they should have given you a card. If you have any questions about your payment, please call Tina Brown 410-747-7069

You will be able to watch your papers being shredded. 

Make sure you have no ring binders placed in the bins 


 “Who is responsible for the condition of my sidewalk?”

According to Baltimore County Code 18-3-304, Baltimore County sidewalk maintenance and repair is the responsibility of the respective property owner. However, the County’s Bureau of Highways has a program that will repair/replace the infrastructure (such as a sidewalk), with the cost placed on the property owner’s tax bill, to be paid over 5 years, interest free. If you have any questions contact the Office Administrator, Bureau of Highways at 410‑887‑3560.

Large Trees – Assets & Liabilities

One of the most pleasing aspects of Woodbridge Valley is the abundance of large trees throughout the community.  Trees add to the character of the community and to the value of each home but, as trees become larger and more attractive, they also pose a potential threat.  Homeowners are responsible for the trees on their property but in the case of trees in open spaces, the question of who is the owner becomes problematic.

Most of the large open spaces in Woodbridge Valley are maintained by the County. Two of the largest examples are the elongated strip of land between Fernglen Way and Pleasant Valley Drive and the wooded area behind Woodcliff Avenue towards Forest Rock Court. Both of these areas have had potentially hazardous situations in which the County intervened. 

If you are concerned about large trees in open spaces near your property, contact Baltimore County’s Property Management Constituent Services at 410‑887-3827. If the open space is not controlled by the County, they will help find the owner. 
Membership & Directory:

Because of the pandemic, the Board is trying to make the Membership Dues collection process work better for everyone. If the Block Captain feels comfortable collecting, they will stop by your home. We have provided membership application forms and a return envelope which will help us in 3 areas

1. If you are paying your dues with a check, fill out the form and return it.

2. If you will be paying with Pay Pal, please follow the instructions on the application below and also return the application form with your current information to help us with the new directory

3. If your Block Captain stops by your address, give them your current information to update their form or give them your completed application 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

In the event that you are not contacted about paying your membership dues, please fill out and mail the following form, along with a $25 check made payable to WVICA. The mailing address is: WVICA, P.O. Box 3197, Catonsville Maryland 21228.
You can also pay Dues via PAYPAL: https://paypal.me/woodbridgevalley
Note: Please include your name, address and phone number in the “Add a note” section.

If you need assistance with PayPal, please email woodbridgevalley@gmail.com


	NAME:
	

	
    Please print the name of each adult as you want it listed in the Directory

	STREET ADDRESS:
	

	PHONE
	

	EMAIL
	


	Your email address WILL NOT be made public, but please let the Association have it so that we can contact you about emergencies and Association business

	Would you be willing to volunteer some time helping with at least one of the Association’s projects?
	YES
	
	NO
	


ADS

· COMPUTER SERVICES: Why pay box store prices for in-home computer services? Call your personal Woodbridge Valley PC computer geek. Over 35 years of desktop computer experience. Myles Carpeneto, 410‑455‑0277

· SKYTECH SOLUTIONS PC & MAC computer & laptop repair specialist, We help fix all computer issues! (10% discount). CALL NOW – 443‑608‑6358; 
E-MAIL: SUPPORT@SKYTECH-SOLUTIONS.COM virus & spyware removal; operating system install; broken laptop screen replacement; data recovery; home & office printers/servers/network setup

· WELCOMING LITURGY: If you are looking for an inclusive Roman Catholic Community not affiliated with the Archdiocese of Baltimore, you are invited to celebrate with the The Living Water Inclusive Catholic Community in Catonsville. See www.thelivingwatercommunity.org for details, or call Gloria Carpeneto, 410-455-0277.

PLEASE NOTE: The publication of ads is provided as a service to Woodbridge Valley residents and is limited to Woodbridge Valley and surrounding communities. Publication of ads does not imply Board endorsement of advertised goods and services. Ads of up to 320 characters, including spaces, with no graphics are published: Free to paid members of WVICA; for $5.00 per ad to non‑members; and, on a first come first served, space available basis. 

ADS IN THIS ISSUE WILL NOT BE REPEATED UNLESS REQUESTED. Mail ads to WVICA, P.O. Box 3197, Catonsville, MD 21228 or email them to wvica@comcast.net. The next issue is scheduled for January 2022. The deadline for the next issue is December 15, 2021.
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